Web of Science Introduction

BU library home page ( Indexes & Databases ( Look under “W” for Web of Science

What is good about it?

· Indexes everything in a journal: articles, news notes, book reviews

· Citation analysis: cites the bibliography of the article, but also tells how many times that particular article has been cited, and where.

· Updated weekly

· Has any original works, no reprint journals

· About 6000 science, 1200 humanities and 1800 social science journals

· Journals are chosen based on strict criteria: JCR (aka: impact factor), journals that are most frequently cited (=they are furthering research), have international representation and meet editorial standards

A Full Bibliographic Record for a citation has:

· Title, all authors (last name and up to 5 initials), abstract, authors’ keywords, keywords Plus (algorithm that pulls out keywords from title, abstract), address, author affiliations, email of corresponding author.

· You can click on “cited references” and the whole bibliography of the article pops up.  If the titles are in blue, you can click on the title and go directly to a record.  If the titles are black, means 1) our library does not subscribe to the journal 2) is a book, patent or other bibliography not used by WoS 3) was entered incorrectly in the journal and does not lead to an actual citation.

· Sometimes full text can be linked to the citation

· Number of times article was cited is also a click-able feature

Quick Search

· Default settings search all 3 databases (science, humanities, social sciences) and the full history of records, but you can limit the search

· Will search title, abstract, keywords and keywords Plus for your search command

· Search statement must be more proper: No commas, separate items with AND or OR, use truncated symbol * to include both singular and plural terms. Think of how authors vary words in the title, about synonyms, and other spellings of the words.

General Search

· Search by Author: use last name, A* to help with the middle initial

Or search by topic, title, journal name, research institution, etc.

Once you’ve searched for something and have a list of citations:

· You can SORT your search by date, times cited, relevance, first author, Source title.

· You can mark items that you want to come back to later (within the same session) by clicking the box next to the citation.  These items are remembered in your “marked list”, which has a button at the top of the main search page.  The marked list can be saved, printed, or emailed to yourself, with any set number of parameters included in the copy (ie: do you want abstract included or not?)

· You can search within your results to narrow down search parameters.

Analyze Results

· Is an excellent tool for narrowing down your previous search and ranking most common affiliations

· Can analyze search results via author, country/territory, institution, subject category (can fit within more than one category, so be careful)

· Hit View records once you’ve chosen which way to analyze.

· You can re-analyze you analyzed list using another tool under “Analyze Results”

· This is the only method to search your citations by subject or geographic location such as state

· These analyses can be saved to your settings (need to register first, and only saves them to computers that have a subscription to WoS at your institution). Or save them to your own disk.

For any article, can create a Citation Alert

· You will be notified if anyone cites the article, this expires in 1 year.

· Must create a user profile that is good through the BU system.

· Other Search Alerts can be created too: these are active for 24 weeks, and 2 weeks before expiration, they will send an email to remind you.


If expires, the search or citation is still there, just inactivated.


Can turn back on in Modify Settings.

Save your Search History

· Type in History name, description, number in search, send me email alerts?, email format (alert type, frequency)

· Can send more than one person an alert, just separate email addresses with a ;

· If want to export, will look for EndNote or RefManager

· Can also save locally on your desktop if you choose.

On top of your session page is a blue section that says ISI Web of Knowledge, if you click here you can view your settings, saved sessions, search history, change your password, logout, etc.

